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Basics 

1. Always have one (or two!) sharpened pencils. 

2. Ask before making a permanent marking. 

3. The score is a working paper, not a sacred relic. 

4. There is no reward for the cleanest score. 

5. If the conductor says something, write it down. 

Tips for Developing a System of Score Markings 

1. Locations The staff is crowded. Mark above or below the staff, or at the extremes. 

2. Shapes  There are many horizontal and vertical lines on the staff already. 

   Instead, use slashes, circles, curves, angels, letters, etc. 

3. Size  To see it easily, write it bigger than the notes. 

4. Symbols Train your brain to recognize symbols more quickly than to read words. 

Outline of Presentation 

1. Time  Rhythm, cut-offs, tempo, meter. 

2. Pitch  Starting pitches, intervals, ensemble, tuning. 

3. Phrasing Dynamics, articulation. 

4. Breathing When to breathe, size of breath. 

5. Structure Measure numbers, repeats, staves. 

6. Language Vowel reminders, English approximates, translations. 

Scores Discussed 

1. Tallis   If ye love me     from cpdl.org 

2. Thompson  Alleluia (excerpt)    pub. E.C. Schirmer 

3. Vaughan Williams Fantasia on Christmas Carols (excerpt) pub. E.C. Schirmer 

4. Victoria  O magnum mysterium   from cpdl.org 
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